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My client, 52 Ltd., requested a basic article on biomimicry. This is for the company’s online email 
newsletter & blog. 
 
 
By Shelly Strom 

 
 

We’re fascinated by biomimicry 
 
Gecko feet. Termite mounds. Calla lilies. Locust swarms. They all have something in common— 
systems that inspire elegant human-made design solutions.  
 
Nature-inspired design is nothing new. However, a discipline is emerging that is focused on 
discovering how natural systems can be applied in the material world.  
 
It is called biomimicry and it is the practice of studying designs that have withstood the test of 
time—roughly 4 billion years.  
 
Nature is the original designer and does so without waste, without pollution and without usurping 
natural resources faster than they can be replenished. 
 

For those reasons, biomimicry is seen as a font of potential in the quest to reduce carbon output 
and in general lessen environmental impacts. 
 
Countless designs owe credit to biomimicry. Termite mounds are the basis for the way an office 
complex in Zimbabwe keeps cool passively. Gecko feet have adhesive capabilities that 
researchers translated into a unique tape (it is the subject of a video accompanying this 
newsletter). Locust swarms provide an example for automobile engineers improving safety 

standards. 
 
Biomimicry “is luminous humility — treating nature as model and mentor, cherished not as a 
mine to be stripped of its resources but as a teacher,” Chairman and chief scientist of Rocky 
Mountain Institute Amory B. Lovins wrote in a 2007 piece in Time Magazine. 
 
Lovins was lauding the person credited as the first to articulate biomimicry as a discipline, Janine 
Benyus. Benyus in 1997 wrote the book on biomimicry, “Biomimicry: Innovation Inspired by 
Nature.” 
 
Benyus and her biology-based innovation consultancy assist some of the world’s largest 
corporations, including carpet manufacturer Interface, global firm HOK Architects, Hallmark, 
Levi’s and Nike, as well as other organizations such as Ecotrust, ShoreBank Pacific and 

Washington State Department of Ecology. 
 
At our firm, we are getting caught up in the subject of biomimicry. So much that we are planning 
an event in April that will bring the conversation to the community. Stay tuned for details. 
 
 
 

 
 


